
All You Need to Know About Becoming a Law Librarian 

EXPLORING  
LAW LIBRARIANSHIP 

Consider a Career in Legal Information 

Black Caucus of the 

Begin a fascinating career as a  

legal information professional 

by joining the field of  

LAW LIBRARIANSHIP. 

Donna Nixon is the Clinical Assistant Professor of Law and  
Electronic Resources Librarian at the UNC-Chapel Hill Katherine 
R. Everett Law Library 

“I set up access to subscribed electronic 
resources, provide links to our faculty’s 
scholarship, review electronic resource 
contracts, participate in digitization  
projects, and keep abreast of emerging 
e-resources, standards, and practices.” 

Law librarians can be found  
working as 

 Information specialists 

 Collection development           
professionals 

 Legal instructors 

 Government archivists 

 And so much more! 

Founded in 2005, the Black Caucus of the 
American Association of Law Libraries 

(BCAALL) enhances the professional  
experiences of African-American law  

librarians. The purpose of the Black  
Caucus is to promote the professional  
development, recruitment, and social  

interests of Black law librarians.  

Membership is open to any AALL member requesting 
affiliation with BCAALL as provided in the AALL  
Bylaws who has an interest in issues concerning Black 
law librarians. 

Michelle D. Tolley is the Electronic  
Technical Services Librarian at Paul  

Hastings law firm in Los Angeles, California. 

“As a new law firm  
librarian, I have enjoyed 
expanding my skills by 
managing the firm’s  
library catalog and 
providing access to  
electronic resources which 
help our attorneys in their 
day to day practice.” 

Black Caucus of the 



 

Why Consider a Career in 

LAW LIBRARIANSHIP? 

 

[Law librarian photo] 

Cornell H. Winston is the Law 
Librarian and Records Supervisor 
for the United States Attorney’s  
Office for the Central District of 
California. 

Law librarians stand at the very forefront of cutting 
–edge developments in the legal world.  

 

As a law librarian, you could: 

 Assist public, student, faculty, and attorney       
patrons access and use legal materials 

 Select legal materials to build library collections 

 Teach law students how to conduct effective legal 
research 

 Conduct your own research and publish on timely 
legal issues 

 Organize and catalog legal materials for easier 
patron access 

How Do I Begin a Career in 

LAW LIBRARIANSHIP? 

 

Lauren M. Collins is the Law Library Director and an Associate 
Professor at Cleveland State University’s Cleveland-Marshall  

College of Law. 

“I decided to pursue a career in librarianship 
after practicing labor 
and employment law 

for several years. I 
have worked at sev-

en  
spectacular academic 
law libraries. There is 
never a dull moment 

and no day is the 
same as the last.” 

[Law librarian photo] 

Most law librarian positions require  

 an MLS (Master of Library Science), 

 MLIS (Master of Library and Information 
Studies), 

 or MSIS (Master of Science in Information     
Science)  

from an ALA-accredited academic institution . 

For more information on the American Library  
Association (ALA) and for a list of ALA-accredited  
institutions, visit www.ALA.org. 

Scholarship opportunities are available 
to minority students interested in pur-
suing a career in law librarianship. 

This is most often the case for positions in academic 
institutions as a reference or instructor librarian. 

Some positions also require a law degree, such as a JD 
(Juris Doctor) or an LLM (Master of Laws).   

AALL’s George A. Strait Minority Scholarship is 
awarded to college graduates who: 
 Have law library experience; 
 Are members of a minority group as defined by 

current U.S. government guidelines; and 
 Are degree candidates in accredited library or law 

schools and intend to have a career in law librari-
anship. 

 
Finally, check the websites of your state or regional 

library associations for other scholarship  
opportunities. 

Minorities are especially encouraged to apply for all 
other available AALL scholarships for which they 

qualify. For more information on the Strait Minority 
Scholarship and other AALL scholarships, visit 
http://www.aallnet.org/main-menu/Member-

Resources/scholarships. 

The American Library Association (ALA) offers  
several educational scholarships for individuals 
from underrepresented groups. For more infor-
mation, visit http://www.ala.org/educationcareers/
scholarships/underrepgroups. 

“There are almost 
300 attorneys in 
this district. I am 
the solo librarian 
for the office and 
handle reference requests, library  
management, training on databases, and 
overall upkeep of the library. It is an exciting 
and rewarding career.” 
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